Discussion
Ropivacaine is a local anaesthetic drug belonging to the amino amide group. A review of its pharmacology and therapeutic use in regional anaesthesia has been published [1] . The crystal structures of two polymorphs of the anhydrous title compound, ropivacaine hydrochloride, are apparent in the literature [2] . Additionally, the crystal structures of the title compound itself as well as another local anaesthetic -bupivacaine -have been determined earlier [3] , however, these determinations were only done at room temperature. In addition, problems with the localization of hydrogen atoms as well as twinning were reported in this study thus precluding a detailled assessment on inter-as well as possible intramolecular stabilzing contacts and forces. Protonation occurred on the intracyclic nitrogen atom. According to a puckering analysis [4, 5] , the azacyclohexane ring adopts a 4 C 1 conformation with the nitrogen atom being one of the flap atoms ( N2 C C12 ). Possibly due to the steric pretense of the two methyl groups in ortho position to the secondary amino group the aromatic substituent is approaching a nearly perpendicular orientation to the amido functionality, with the least-squares planes defined by the respective non-hydrogen atoms intersecting at an angle of 77.2(2)°. Both N-C bond lengths stemming from the amido group and measured at 1.336(2) Å and 1.443(2) Å, respectively, are longer than the corresponding bond lengths reported for the crystal structure determination at room temperature [3] . In the crystal, classical hydrogen bonds of the O-H···O and N-H···O type are observed next to O-H···Cl and N-H···Cl contacts. While the N-H···O contacts are supported by the hydrogen atom of the amido functionality as donor and the oxygen atom of the water molecule as acceptor, the O-H···O type hydrogen bonds apply the double bonded oxygen atom as acceptor. In total, the entities of the title compound are connected to chains along the crystallographic b axis. In terms of graph-set analysis [6, 7] , the graph set descriptor for the chain is C 2 2 (6). The chloride anion is hydrogen bonded to the water molecule and the -NH 2 group within the six membered ring to give a third level grapgh set descriptor R (9) 0.0349 (9) 0.0289 (8) 0.0037 (7) 0.0075(6) 0.0026(7) C (7) 
